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Victoria Day Holiday 
There will be NO SCHOOL on the Victoria Day Holiday, Monday,  May 23, 2011.

Professional Development Days
Friday, May 20 and Tuesday, May 24, 2011 are Professional Development  Days for teachers. There is no school for students on those days. 

Graduation 2011
Graduation ceremonies will be held on Friday, June 3 commencing at 7:30 p.m. in the school gym. 
“The Best Is Yet To Come”  is the 2011 theme.  This year’s grads are:

Kaelin Boras
Dylan Coulter
Jerry Cramer
Alexander Duffety
Niisa Frigon
Vanessa Funk
Marlon Hofer
Cole Hofman
Corny Martens
Paul Norsworthy
Meghan Pearce

PreSchool Orientation
PreSchool Orientation will take place on Friday, May 27.  Parents will be contacted by the preschool educator.

Awards Ceremony
This year the Junior/Senior High Awards Ceremony will be held in the school gym on the evening of June 14 at 7:00 p.m.
The Elementary Awards will take place June 28th at 2:00 p.m.

School Fees 
If you have not yet paid school fees or Junior High options fees, please get them in as soon as possible. All fees are now past due. 
*As stated in the Student Handbook, all fees from Grade 7 to Grade 12 must be paid in order to be eligible to participate in graduation.



Last Day of Classes 
The last day of classes for Junior and Senior High students will be June 16.  An Exam schedule will be sent out with the June Newsletter. 

Lunch Items Available for Next Week
Tuesday, May 10 - Pizza Pretzels
Wednesday, May 11  - Ham and Cheese Subs
Thursday May 12 - Chicken nuggets and pasta salad


Provincial Achievement Exams

Attached to the Newsletter are the dates and times of the Provincial Achievement Exams.

Please ensure that students get plenty of rest the night before an exam.
It is also very important that all students eat breakfast before writing exams.
This helps them to concentrate better.

These are mandatory exams.
It is important for parents to know that if a child is absent or for some reason does not write these exams, the Province awards “0” and this mark is then included in our school average!

Please ensure that your children are in attendance and arrive on time!
The Parent Guide to Achievement Tests was sent home with students in Grades 3, 6 and 9.  Please make sure your child brings this important document home.
Anti-Bullying Day

Anti-Bullying Day is May 10th.  Our grade 7 & 8 health class have put together an integration activity for our school to take part in. Tale Spinners will present “A Giant of a Tale” from 2-3 p.m.  We invite all students to wear pink on Tuesday May 10th and stand up against bullying. 
Parents – Please drop in and see what is happening.


We Grew with Great Books in April!

Noble Central students have always been great supporters of the annual Scholastic Book Fair – and this year was no exception!  Total sales were $2300.00, which resulted in over $1100.00 in book profits.  Of this amount, $750.00 went directly to the students in the form of gift certificates (each student received $2.00 to spend at the fair), and $5, $10, $15, or $20 off for volume sales.  Lots of prizes were handed out to contest winners, and a number of books will be added to the library again.  So thanks to everyone who helped to make this year’s book fair a tremendous success again!
· The family event winner was Daniel Fothergill; $25.00 in books for the ECS classroom and $25.00 in books for his family!
· Door prize winners (garden tools and tea basket): Darlene McIntyre and Yolanda Feenstra.
· Contest winners:  
1. Seeds in vases – Dalton T., Dallas O., Silas S., and Logan S.
2. Clay pots (there were 47) – Zach A., William O., Tyson P., and Tyler O.
3. Seed package matching – Kasey G., Alina K., Courtney G., Tanner C., and Gina J.
Thanks to the following people who volunteered their time to set up, decorate, cashier, or assist students during the book fair:  Jodi Gurr, Denise Peterson, Yolanda Feenstra, Nellie Van Dijk, Julie Pike, Niisa Frigon and Merry Anne Dase.  Thanks to the Gr. 7 students who helped out with Clifford the big red dog!

Nobleford Parent Association (NPA)
On May 7th, 2011 the NPA will be hosting a Trade Fair/Bake sale at Noble Central School during the Spring Plant Sale. We are still in need of volunteers for our Bake/Raffle tables and donations of baking. We are also looking for parent volunteers from each grade. These parents would be a contact person between the NPA and the parents. Duties include: attending meetings and phoning. The NPA hosts 2 events a year and has 3-4 meetings throughout the year. In the past our events have helped to fund projects at Noble Central such as: “Bugz”,the African Drumming Presentation and most recently a demonstration and concert by the students called "Gumboots".  We are always looking for new members; just a few hours throughout the year really can make a difference. Our next meeting will be on May 25th @ 3:30pm at Noble Central School in the band/art room. For more information or if you can help out this weekend, please contact Brenda MacMillan @ 403-381-9107 or Ingrid Christianson @ 403-824-3100.

Mothers Day Plant Sale and Trade Show
 AN INVITATION 
TO CELEBRATE MOTHERS DAY WITH US
 
SATURDAY, MAY 7
10:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
NOBLE CENTRAL SCHOOL
 
YARD DESIGN SPEAKER 10:30 A.M. - 11:00 A.M.
BE FIT FOR LIFE SPEAKER 11:15 A.M. - 11:45 A.M.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT DENISE HOFMAN (403-824-3636)
 
 
SPONSORED BY:
 THE NOBLEFORD PARENT ASSOCIATION & 
THE NOBLEFORD AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
Thank You

The staff and students of Noble Central would like to thank the Nobleford Parents Association (NPA) for the financial support that enabled us to bring “Gumboots” to our school.


Dear Parents /Guardians
“In the LOOP”
     2nd Call
We are looking for an effective and efficient way to have parents provide feedback to the school.  We are initiating an email system that would survey parents for their input about current issues and decisions at the school.  Our hope is to have a minimum of three people from each grade commit to providing their feedback to the school when need be.  Generally this would be a survey that you would receive and submit via email.  There would also be times when face to face conversations would be more appropriate.  If you are willing to commit to being a part of this feedback loop please email Mr. Schrempf at hans.schrempf@pallisersd.ab.ca Use the subject:  Join the Loop
We do have a few parents who have committed to be “In the Loop” but welcome all who would like this opportunity. 
Thank you 
Hans Schrempf
















 






Junior High Track Meet
This year the track meet for Junior High students will take place on May 25th.

From the Career & Academic Counselor … May 2011 

Sherryl Loman, CAC 
Mobile: 403.331-9096 
Email: sherryl.loman@pallisersd.ab.ca 
Coalhurst High, Noble Central, Picture Butte High 

 Encounters with Canada 
Encounters with Canada is Canada’s largest and foremost national youth forum with over 85,000 alumni, to date. For 29 years, 120 high school students (ages 14 to 17) per week from across the country have travelled to the Terry Fox Canadian Youth Centre in Ottawa to form a mini-Canada representation and to enjoy the experience of a lifetime. During their week-long session, teens discover their country through each other, learn about Canadian institutions, explore exciting career options, meet famous and accomplished Canadians, develop their leadership skills and live an extraordinary bilingual experience. 
Program cost is $675 per student for one week, which includes accommodations, meals, local transportation, and programming. Travel to and from Ottawa is paid by Exchanges Canada, a program of the Department of Canadian Heritage. 
For more information, visit the website: www.encounters-rencontres.ca or see Mrs. Loman. 

 Lethbridge College – School of Agriculture & Natural Sciences – Career Day 
When: Thursday, May 19th from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
What: Come out and check out our sciences/agriculture centre and test drive the programs. 
There will be demos and hands on opportunities. 
The deadline to register is Monday, May 16th – call Edith at (403) 382-6998 or email: agsciences@lethbridgecollege.ab.ca 

 Upcoming Scholarship Deadlines: 

You’ve Got Guts! 
Students can test their “gut factor” and enter to win a draw for $5,000 toward tuition at RDC. Contest runs from now until June 30, 2011. 
Red Deer College: www.gotguts.ca 

Carol Thomson Memorial Fund 
This is a scholarship to encourage students with learning disabilities to pursue post-secondary study. 
Value: $1000 Deadline: May 15 
Visit: www.ldac-acta.ca for more information or the application form 

Joanna Townsend Applied Arts Scholarship 
Awarded to a student with learning disabilities who demonstrates an interest in pursuing a Canadian education and/or career in any of the various applied arts programs. 
Value: $1000 Deadline: May 15 
Visit: www.ldac-acta.ca for more information or the application form

Charles S. Noble for Study at Harvard Scholarship 
To reward academic excellence and provide opportunities for Albertans to pursue studies at Harvard University. 
Applicants must be Alberta residents who plan to apply or are enrolled full-time in any year of study in an undergraduate program at Harvard. 
Value: 3 awards of $10,000 each Deadline: May 15 
Visit:  http://alis.alberta.ca/pdf/scholarships/Charles.%20S.%20Noble%20for%20Study%20at%20Harvard.pdf for more information or the application form. 

Ray Jolliffe Memorial Scholarship 
This scholarship is awarded annually to a Canadian student pursuing study in the field of “Theatre Production Design and Management” and/or “Television Production and Design” at a recognized Canadian post-secondary educational institution. 
Value: $1,000 
Websites: http://www.artslethbridge.org/images/stories/upload/jolliffe_scholarship.pdf 
http://www.artslethbridge.org/images/stories/upload/jolliffe_guidelines.pdf 

Dr. Ernest and Minnie Mehl Scholarships 
The purpose of this award is to encourage student to pursue a post-secondary education and to recognize and reward exceptional academic achievement at the senior high school level. 
Applicants are ranked on their Grade 12 diploma examination results. In the past, students who have been successful had an academic average of over 90%. Recipients cannot be in receipt of scholarships with a total value in excess of the cost of tuition. 
The Alexander Rutherford and Rutherford Scholars Scholarship are not taken into account in the calculation of the total award. 
Value: $3,500 Deadline: June 30 
Website: Dr. Ernest and Minnie Mehl Scholarship Application Form. 

Monsanto Canada Opportunity Scholarship 
This program is available to Canadian high school student from family farms who are enrolled in their final year of high school as of May 27, 2011 and eligible to graduate from high school in 2011. Those eligible for a scholarship must be planning to enroll at a Canadian post-secondary institution (degree or diploma) in a first-year agriculture program. 
Value: $1,500 Deadline: May 27, 2011 Website: www.monsanto.ca

MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 
 
Hello, everyone,
Normally the May long weekend marks the unofficial start of summer. This year, let’s just hope for the true arrival of spring!
This month also brings a first round of Provincial Achievement Tests for our Grade 3, 6 and 9 students. I know there’s considerable debate about the value of these standardized tests. For many students, I appreciate that these tests can cause some anxiety. 
In Palliser, we’ve committed to gleaning as much information as we can from these provincial tests. Yes, they are just a snapshot from one test on one day. But in that snapshot, we can gain insight into areas of focus or concern in our classrooms. We know our students’ performance is much more than what can be measured in a single test. Instead, we look to the PATs and diploma exams as just pieces in the larger puzzle of measuring student performance and assessing learning.
Many of these measurements are summarized in Alberta Education’s Accountability Pillar, which includes surveys of some parents and students and our teachers.
We are partners in the education of Palliser students. It’s through real partnerships and regular communication that we can address areas of concern and celebrate our students’ and school successes.
Good luck to our students on their PATs and, soon, their diplomas. As the results come in, be assured staff and administration will be gleaning useful information from the results that will help us support our students to achieve their full potential.
Kevin Gietz, Superintendent
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